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12 weeks on    There is so many different types of feed on the market. Ranging from fully processed to grain based feeds. Some are cheap budget feeds which have a lot of filling but not protein for egg production.         
     Also wheat alone is not a good feed for chickens. It has a hard outer shell and chickens can only digest about 40% of the goodness out of whole wheat. Also average protein level of wheat is 10% which is not high enough for your chickens to produce a constant supply of good quality eggs.
      So what do I feed? Is always  the question I get. Do I feed a crumble or a Pellet? Well crumble is pellets crushed further, I personally prefer crumble. Your bantams and your large birds can all eat it well, while pellet sizes can be a bit mixed and chickens can waste a lot of feed so crushed they eat the lot if presented to them in proper feeders.
      Always look at the quality of feeds read the labels. You want 15 % protein, so your chickens can produce good quality eggs. If you feed a good quality feed and all the kitchen scraps and some free ranging your chickens will produce eggs for years for you. Only stopping over winter when they need to moult and stay warm and starting again in spring.
[bookmark: _GoBack]    Wheat can be a good additive in winter, because it is slow to digest it produces heat which helps keep birds warm but not a total feed.  Some of these wheat based feeds come with other whole grains  like sunflower seed etc,  but the biggest and strongest  birds always get the high protein seed and also remember a lot of what is going in one end is coming out the other undigested with whole grain. But that slow digestion is good in winter for warmth. Crushing grain or processing grain allows your chickens to digest more. We do shot grain for our birds as a treat. Also you can grow wheat grass as a good green feed, seedling trays are good for this or crush whole grain, bearing in  mind the protein level of the grain you are using. Eg lupins 40% wheat 10% barley 10% but also varieties and seasonal factors can affect grain protein levels
Also another question I get asked all the time is: Can I feed meat scraps to my chickens?  Yes Yes yes  Chickens eat worms, beetles bugs etc all high in protein as is meat. Very good for them. In the old, old days when people lived off the land and didn’t have the benefit of processed feeds and only had wheat or whole grains, farmers would shoot a roo or give them the bones when they slaughtered a sheep for the family , to keep their egg production up. They depended on their eggs to feed the family and realized this was a great help in keeping them going.
