Raising Day old ducklings
Ducklings are tough compared to chickens and lot easier to raise in many ways and difficult in other aspects, they like to play with their water so keeping them dry is always difficult.
Ducklings only need extra heat for 2 to 3 weeks depending on time of year and temperature of the day.  While chicks need heat up to 6 weeks.
There are a lot of different brooder lights etc. on the market ranging from old fashioned light globes to some very expensive reptile heaters etc. 
You don’t need to go flash especially when only raising a few chicks or ducklings occasionally.
We find the outdoor spotlights are great heat source for both ducklings and chicks and you can purchase a coloured 80w par38 globe for them very inexpensive. I always say minimum of 80w is needed with globes and no power saver globes they do not give off heat.
Brooder boxes need to have a hot end and a cold end. Ducklings treat your heater light as a mother duck. They go off to eat and drink and come back to mum when they get cold. Also with ducklings playing with water it needs to be as far away as you can get it within reason from their heat end of brooder. Plastic storage crates make great brooder boxes as long as they are long ones not square.
First few days of a duckling’s life newspaper or shavings are good bedding in a brooder box but as they grow they play with their water and make everywhere wet. At this stage you can put down mouse wire (very small squares) on blocks in bottom of your brooder so water goes thru and ducklings stay a lot dryer. Don’t give them swimming dishes they can lose body heat very quickly. Ball waterers are great they range in size from 1.3lt up to 12lt ones depending on how many ducklings you are raising. As they get harder to keep dry an old rabbit hutch can be very handy using closed end for heat lamp and feed and water outside.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ducks just about double in size each week so they need a constant supply of good quality high protein feed so keep feed bowls etc. full all the time. There is duck crumble available but good quality chick starter is fine for backyard ducklings if you cannot source duck crumble. Be aware it’s not a good idea to have your chicks and ducklings in the same brooder after first few days, chicks cannot tolerate moist conditions they get too much coccidiosis very quickly when wet.
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