Broody Hens (by Liz Compagnoni Comp’s poultry and Birds)
Most hens will go broody from time to time thru the season some breeds worst then others. Wyandottes are reknowned for it and your little Pekins and Silkies just love to be mums. But what to do? If you don’t want them to raise a brood. It can be very difficult to convince a hen that she is not going to raise chicks. They will just sit on that nest peck anyone who goes to collect her eggs. No one is allowed to take her eggs. They will even sit on nothing or a rock if they are that way inclined.
There is lots of methods of convincing them to go off the brood but sometimes it just don’t work.
1. Wire floor cage off the ground for a few days, so hen cannot get hot underneath and make a nest.
2. Frozen ice packs in her nest box
3. Lock her out of her nesting area she has chosen(usually she will just find another spot) but sometimes this can work
Or just let her raise some chicks. It takes 21 days for a hen to hatch her eggs. If you don’t have a rooster you can buy fertile eggs but with doing this they don’t always hatch. I find the best method is let her sit for a couple weeks and give her some day old chicks to raise. A broody hen will raise any chick she can get hold of and come back into lay faster then fighting with her for weeks. Very rarely will they not accept day old chicks as their own when put under them.  Also a hen will sit on nothing for weeks and weeks not coming off to eat and drink enough and getting low in condition very fast, when she finally comes off the nest she is depleted and then takes weeks to get her well enough to start laying again.
     A hen sitting on eggs will steal every egg she can get her hands on. I’ve seen them roll them across a pen, to put them into their nest. The problem with this is they end up with a heaps of eggs at different stages of incubation and you only get the first chicks to hatch she then comes off the nest to raise her first chicks and the rest get cold and die. Also the hens can get so many eggs under them they cannot keep the eggs warm enough and chicks die in the eggs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]      If allowing a hen to sit you need to mark her eggs and collect unmarked ones everyday, when housed with other laying hens. Eggs do not start developing until hen has been sitting on them for a full 24 hrs. Or lock her away from other hens to stop her from collecting other eggs. Having nest boxes that you can just pickup hen and all and relocate can be very handy and most hens will stay in their nest. To be sure just pop something in front of the box to stop her from getting out for a couple hours when first moved to settle her into her new position.
